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People’s Participation Awareness & Education

Anti Electro-fishing Network: CBCGDF’s Anti 
electro-fishing cooperation center (FDY) was 
established in 2017. The FDY covers 12 provinces, 
51 volunteer workstations and about 20,000 
volunteers; the fly-fishing lovers voluntarily patrolled 
360,000+ km mileages to safeguard freshwater 
ecosystems. They have assisted local fishery 
authorities on law enforcements in cracking 2,600 
cases of illegal fishing.

CBCGDF’s Volunteers dismantle bird nets: Volunteers 
in CBCGDF’s CCAfa dismantle bird nets, oppose 
poaching and protect migratory birds. The net wire of 
those bird catching net is extremely thin, which is very 
difficult to be observed by naked eyes at a long distance. 
Once the birds collide, they will only become more and 
more entangled, and finally they will be trapped on the 
net, becoming a tool for people to sell and profit.

• Public level: advocating sustainable consumption, 
exercising green consumption right, enhancing the 
awareness of biodiversity conservation, resolutely 
opposing and reporting illegal wildlife poaching.

• Business and commerce level: advocating the 
biodiversity conservation responsibility of e-commerce 
and online store, and building a legal compliance 
online sales platform.

• Legislative level: suggesting to prohibit or strictly 
control the use of wild & rare animals and plants as 
medicines (TCM) and supplements, advocating the 
establishment of China Biodiversity Conservation 
Law, and promoting the incorporation of biodiversity 
conservation into the Constitution

• Capacity building: setting up wild bird rescue training 
courses; CBCGDF’s Good Food Fund advocates plant-
based diet and green lifestyle; CBCGDF actively 
participates in and promotes sustainable fashion, 
“Fur-free” fashion and the establishment biodiversity 
footprint indicators.

River Eye App:  CBCGDF’s Anti electro-fishing 
Cooperation Center (FDY) officially released an app 
called “River Eye” in 2019. This App with the core of 
fighting against illegal fishing can be downloaded free 
on Apple and Android phones. The users are mainly 
volunteers of the workstation of the anti electro-fishing 
cooperation center and anglers close to the workstation, 
and the reporting information is mainly about illegal 
fishing activities such as electro-fishing. More importantly, 
the users can contact the local law enforcement 
department in time when finding illegal fishing activities, 
so as to effectively promote efficient law enforcement.

Birdwatching Committee: in the work of biodiversity 
conservation, CBCGDF conducted scientific research 
through many folk scientists ,  and established a 
birdwatching committee to obtain bird observation data.

CBCGDF believes genetic technology can make a 
different in fighting IWT: Say, genetic sequencing can 
help regulate the license of wild animal domestication 
and reproduction when it comes to dealing with 
alleged-certified wildlife breeding cases. The NGO 
is working with scientists on the genetic research of 
endangered species. Example: the group cooperated 
with Kunming Institute of Zoology CAS to research 
the gene of Przewalski’s gazelle, with paper “Complete 
Mitochondrial Genome Sequence of Przewalski’s gazelle” 
published on Conservation Genetics Resources in 2018. 
The relevant results can help clarify the evolutionary 
status of the endangered antelope in ruminants and the 
genetic variation information of the maternal inherited 
mitochondrial genome, providing important basic 
information for the protection of the species.

CBCGDF participated in “Advancing 
the Conservation of the Great Bustard 

in Asia” International Conference

CBCGDF volunteers working on 
picking up the poison baits (which 

killed numerous great bustards)

Wildlife Protection Law Popularization 
and Biodiversity Education exhibition

CBCGDF’s popular science activities 
for spotted seal conservation at school

Bird-trapping nets are easily available on e-commerce. 
The invisible traps kill numerous birds every year

Photo Credit: CBCGDF Volunteers in 
Heilongjiang

Liu, a CBCGDF volunteer dubbed as "Bird Budda", 
gathered huge amount of mist nets in migratory season 

A CBCGDF volunteer is freeing a 
trapped bird by dismantling mist-nets

Educated children to identify illegal 
fishing gadgets and learn about 

biodiversity conservation

Biodoversity lectures carried out in 
CBCGDF’s education bases

CBCGDF established dozens of Green 
Children Education Bases

CBCGDF: press conference calling 
for the conservation of Yangtze River 

finless porpoise

A CCAfa director with the rescued 
spotted seal (Phoca largha)

The 3rd National Environmental 
Protection Knowledge Competition of 
College Students hosted by CBCGDF

Awareness promotion activities by 
CBCGDF volunteers of Community 

Conservation Area for Wetland • Hainan

CCAfa organises volunteers to pick-up 
garbage around Qinghai Lake

CBCGDF representative introduced 
the endangered animal Baiji (Lipotes 

vexillifer) to GBIF experts

Taobao.com sells numerous kinds of 
birds, CBCGDF urges e-commerce to 
perform environmental responsibilities

River Eye app developed by 
CBCGDF’s Anti electro-fishing 

cooperation center (FDY)

CBCGDF carries out citizen scientists’ project in sighting 
and recording species. Above picture is a photo of the 

functionally extinct Baiji Dolphin (Lipotes vexillifer), which 
was re-discovered in Apr. 2018.
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Pangolin: the world's most trafficked mammals. CBCGDF 
efforts include: Cyber-manhunts for people who ate pangolin 
meals and showed off the experiences on social media; 
Changed China's official wildlife rescue practices through 
information disclosure requests and Environmental Public 
Interest Litigations; Undercover investigation to markets and 
restaurants; Force a publishing house to change Textbooks 
which describes the mammal as traditional medicine; 
Established 7 CCAfa to protect pangolins; Participated in the 
rescue work of 5 pangolins in Guangdong, etc.

Black Bear: In 2018, CBCGDF volunteers successfully 
tracked and reported a poaching, with an Asian Black Bear 
rescued from traders. A Community Conservation Area for 
Black Bear at Lesser Khingan was established later. Every 
January 17th was named “Black Bear Conservation Day” by 
CBCGDF to memorize people's contribution in fighting IWT.

Rheum nobile: a rare plant and precious Tibetan medicine 
endemic to Qinghai-Tibet Plateau, and it’s increasingly 
facing extinction due to human’s over exploitation. CBCGDF 
volunteers discovered a tourist showing off eating it on social 
media and openly accused, and police soon investigated. The 
dilemma is the lack of legal basis for enforcement. CBCGDF 
advocates sustainable use of endangered species, and appeals 
lawmakers to list those neglected yet actual endangered 
species into protected species.

Great Bustard: the eastern sub-species of Great bustard 
was stigmatized in Chinese culture. The birds are facing 
challenges including poaching, poisoning, habitat loss. 
CBCGDF’s efforts: established 7 CCAfa around China to 
protect the migratory birds; Volunteers patrol to fight illegal 
hunting/poisoning in wintering seasons; Citizen scientists’ 
project carried out; Law popularization to villages.

Spotted Seal: In Feb 2019, 100 baby seals were stolen 
from breeding ground in NE China, with 40% died in 
poor treatments. They were poached to meet Ocean Parks’ 
demands. CBCGDF’s efforts: 1) Established CCAfa to 
mobilize local people’s involvement; 2) Law popularization 
to fishery villages; 3) The UNDP/GEF YSLME Phase 
II Project carried out; 4) Calls for upgrade Spotted Seal 
into China’s First National Protected Animals. 5) Urging 
authorities to regulate licensing system with advanced 
technologies.

CCAfa: The Community Conservation Areas (CCAfa) 
system was established in Apr. 2016. CBCGDF has 
established 131 CCAfas by Nov. 2019. CCAfa become 
an effective conservation measure featured by quick and 
targeted actions with multi-stakeholders' participation.

Przewalski’s gazelle: their population decreased sharply 
largely due to fragmented habitats by infrastructures and 
fences. CBCGDF has worked with scientists and carried out 
complete mitochondrial genome sequence of the endangered 
antelope from 7 remains killed by fences in Qinghai 
Province. A CCAfa has also established in Qinghai Lake.

As the observer organization, 
CBCGDF led the delegation to 
attend CITES CoP18 and held 

two thematic side events

CMS Signs First Partnership 
Agreement with Chinese NGO  
CBCGDF in 2017. (Credit: 

CMS. Int)

As the member of  IUCN, 
CBCGDF has submitted the  
motion - “Adapting Traditional 
Medicine to fulfill the vision 
of Ecocivilisation”, which has 
been accepted by the Motions 

Working Group.

As an official data publisher of 
GBIF in China, the CBCGDF 
helped on translating GBIF 
official website into simplified 

Chinese

• CBCGDF send its volunteer “African Warrior” to 
Nigeria to investigate the consumption of pangolins. 
A press release was held in Apr. 2019

• CBCGDF has been advocating Ecological Belts and 
Roads (EBRs) and environmental protection along 
Belt and Road countries. It's compiling Case Studies 
on environment-related conflicts on oversea projects

• Countermeasures and Suggestions: strengthen 
the publicity and education of wildlife protection; 
strengthen the construction of law enforcement 
capacity; strengthen the public participation and 
reporting mechanism; relevant enterprises bear 
the corresponding social responsibility; carry 
out scientific research cooperation; hold relevant 
international forums.

Southern Bluefin Tuna: In 2017, CBCGDF's special fund 
for endangered species protection, along with other NGOs, 
openly accused the Chinese e-commerce giant JD.com for 
its advertising the critically endangered fish as best delicacy 
in high profile. It's wrong to eat endangered species, even 
if it's not regulated by any Chinese law. In response, the JD 
off-shelved the products the next day. CBCGDF has set up 
June 12 as “The Bluefin Tuna Day”.

Taobao sells bird catching tools: CBCGDF sent a letter to 
Jingdong, Taobao and other e-commerce platforms, calling 
for strengthening self-inspection of bird catching tools such 
as “bird luring device” and “bird sticking net” to protect 
wild birds. Poachers put bird hunting tools in the field to 
lure birds to gather, and birds eventually get caught and 
sold alive. (Photo Credit: CCAfa volunteers)

Suggestions on e-commerce legislation: Suggestion on 
E-commerce Legislation: Dr. Zhou Jinfeng (Secretary-
General of CBCGDF) has suggested lawmakers to 
highlight E-commerce’ obligations on environmental 
protection, consumers should be entitled with green 
consumption rights, antitrust to ensure fairness, reversed 
burden of proof when it comes to environmental conflicts.

Efforts On illegal online selling of endangered plants: 
population of wild Rhododendron from Northern China’s 
Daxing’anling severely suffered from online sales on 
Alibaba. CBCGDF called on relevant departments to 
immediately intensify the crackdown on online sales, 
appealed to consumers not to buy those twigs, and urged 
authorities to improve laws and regulations.

Sustainable development of traditional medicine: 
Sustainable Development of traditional medicine: CBCGDF 
appeals to WHO to take sustainability and scientificity as 
the premise when include traditional medicine in its ICD-
11. Example: over-exploitation of Chinese Pangolin by 
TCM leads to its commercial extinction.
Asiatic grass frog (Rana chensinensis): an endangered 
species in China’s National Red-list, whose migration routes 
were stopped by heavy mist-nets on their way to wintering 
ponds reported by CBCGDF volunteers. The CCTV 
broadcasted the investigation and drew wide attention to the 
frogs’ survival status.


